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collect and publish some facts? The large and growing denomina- 
a afford to ignore the trends of other sects; they 
may be tolerantly content to progress side pei and sometimes 
in association. But the smaller groups ma 

(possibly from) the larger communities. For instance, it was ap- 
parently a surprise to the writer of /nquirer’s ** Comment ” feature, 


what a big part local preachers played in the Methodist church — 


(July 4 issue again)! 

Meanwhile, any minority that prides itself on being un- 
dogmatic, tolerant and broad, demands individual thought and re- 
sponsibility in an age of mass-produced “ expert” guidance, and 
lacks s missionary incentives and equipment, can certainly 
not look for a swing-over in its direction—and might be em- 
barrassed by many new problems if it happened! So the patient 
hopeful plod must continue.—Y ours, 


Watford. : W. R. Vann. 
Existentialism 


Sir,—I am grateful to the Rev. W. J. McEldowney for his 


further letter, and I see now why he considers that I need his 
castigation. His quotation from McGiffert seems to indicate that 
he believes that the difference between Arius and Athanasius was 


suggested 

in our day we have seen the disintegration of Idealist philosoph 
and a consequent violent shift to existentialism, we can under- 
stand the 4th-century event in a way which was not possible whilst 
Idealism was still a living philosophy. Mr. McEldowney does not 
accept this interpretation, and i thinks it merely McGiffert’s 
view expressed in other words. I think he is really denying that 
existentialism has anything new to say; if so, it is difficult to con- 
tinue the discussion, for we have no common ground on the point 
at issue. 


As to church historians, I think we are at cross-purposes, 
partly because we mean different things by the word “ tension.” 
i do not mean controversy, or even Hegelian dialectic, but irrecon- 
cilable contradiction, or abrupt discontinuity. I believe such events 


not even mention Ripley, for the event has no significance in his 
scheme. The existentialist emphas! 


| F. G. Symes, Hon. Secretary. 
39 Neeld Crescent, Hendon, London, N.W.4. 
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NEWS REVIEW 
NEWS FROM THE WEST 


(From Our Western Correspondent) 


ions report excellent attendances in 
connection with the Coronation. At Sidmouth, the Rev. W. C. 


y, attendance at Taunton was larger 
usual, despite a local parade which dislocated the routes to the 
Chapel. Children’s Coronation Party at Cirencester was a 
great success. Moretonhampstead, Newton Abbot and Yeovil, 
also make ial mention of events in Coronation week. At 
Bridgwater Rev. W. H. Cordell took part in the Procession 


and United Service in the Parish Church on Coronation Day. The 
Mayor of Bri 


lighting of the Old Meeting. 
Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, hopes to raise £250 by a Christmas 
to broadcast i 


of verse-speaking 
ham. Summer Fete at Cheltenham, in aid of church funds, 
was by the Mayor. At Cullompton, preparations are in 
hand for the Annual Flower Show. Torquay raised over £18 by a 
Garden Party. 


include “ Hymns and Hymnbooks” and “ Lay 
A note from Cullompton merits wide circulation—it ; 
“ Unitarian leaflets are availble for distribution. Read them care- 
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The Women’s League at Torquay held a stimulating discussion 

on “ Dreams,” based on personal experiences—the subject was in- 
troduced by the Rev. Marjorie Easton. The Stourbridge Branch of 
the W.L. is visiting Bath on July 7. Members of W.L. Branches 
at Lewin’s Mead, Clifton, Bath, Shepton Mallet and Trowbridge, 
held a “ neighbourly”” meeting at Lewin’s Mead on July 1—Mrs. 
Taylor, of Trowbridge, was the er. 
largely a change of emphasis, from creation to salvation; though 
why this should have split the Church to its foundations it is 
not easy to understand. My own suggestion was that Arius 
represented a disin ting Neo-Platonism, and that Athanasius 
on June 21. On the same Sunday, the Rev. G. Randall Jones con- 
ducted of a United Service in Bridport Parish Church, which 
Throughout Coronation week, one of the 
4 main attractions in the little town of Ilminster was the flood- 
4 ve happen>d, whenever a long or ogica 
system has broken down and a new departure has been made, and 
' that the current emergence of existentialism helps us to understand 
: more emergence rans- Crediton f Confi July 23—subj for discussion 
Unitariani The or a erence on July or 
usual historical explanations do not seem to me to account for 
George Ripley resign from the ministry, despite —~ Z fully and having done so pass them on to others. Always carry 
| his congregation? rar Sore comenes & 9s one the some in your handbags, and leave them in the railway carri 
bravest acts of the 19th century, but how much light can the gow 
tendard hictorians throw on cuct decisions find some good soil.” 

Dover: Recently the members of the Southend Church paid 
| against rational generalization seems to me helpful in such a case, 
| if Mr. McEldowney nothing in this shall have to agree ormer minister. ca was in Arrangements arc 

pons 4 being made for the Dover members to return the visit. 
Manchester College, Oxford. H. L. Short. Kuutsford: There was a large attendance at the Sunday 
School Rose Queen Festival in the Chapel Garden, and the Crown- 
An Invitation ing of Catherine Greig, the seventh Rose Queen, by Ann Kinder, 
Sin —The Laymen’s Club is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this “cUring_ Queen. was a and 
year and the Commitice are very anxious to get in touch with past =i "A"y Hare Chairman of the Knutsford Urban Distr 
members, should be. grateful if any old members would Council, Mi. E- Mors, Clerk to the Counc, and the Royal May 
—Yours. Knutsford. During the afternoon and evening the 
cell Dancers gave a delightful display of solo and group 
| voung evening 
occasion 
Glorious weather and a crowded Assembly Room eregation services were conducted 
to make a success of the Annual i Mossop. 
1. Prizes and College 
were presented and the Address to the out- Nerwich : On a delightful 
5, a Civic Service was held at the Octagon 
ee the vocation of Minister, being primarily time im its history of nearly two hundred years 
ied to the service of demanded the diligent nurture SP. 
| of one’s own soul. Princip ant Mr. H. Mottram, P. F RSL. 
| speeches were made te staff. and by ne Sheriff. the Deputy Lord Mayor. magistrates, 
man of the Board Rev. Rosalind E. Lee, and the Rev. 
P. Maw (the new to the Board). fill the centre pews. The lessons were read by the 
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THE LINDSEY PRES 


LONDON DISTRICT PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY 


THE SUMMER QUARTERLY MEETING 


SUPREME HOURS 


will be held at 


HORSHAM 


on 
Saturday, July 18, 1953 


3p.m. Service—Rev. A. V. Fox, B.A. 
4p.m. Tea—1/- each 


< 


Sp.m. Speaker: Mrs. J. M. Hall 


Subject : 
ROYHILL HOLIDAY CENTRE 


“ Ceremony and Cant” 


THE STORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 


OF THE UNITARIAN MOVEMENT 


GOOD ACCOMMODATION 


by W. G. Tarrant, B.A. 


The Essex Hall Lecture delivered in 1910, 
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FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP 
FAMILIES SPECIALLY WELCOME 
of Te atte lie j GToior 
= 
the tale Churches, was used on this occasion. 
we Chapel, jars, London, has lost, by 
er , one of its most and devoted supporters. 
is best. lot in life had mever been an easy 
C with courage and fortitude and came ou! 
at Stamford St. Chapel, conducted 
P. Maw. DP. 4 
; y was held on Junc 27. 
Lol [liverpool to Ainsdale, and RATES 
to 1, finishing up at onthe, Changes 
Annual “League Sunday” was observed he 
| service and add the co 


